528                           SCIPIO'S ERRORS.

Bsecula, that Hasdrabal had not "been prevented from ac-
complishing his object. Scipio had shown energy and skill,
but his youth had outrun his discretion. The Spanish pro-
gramme was clearly to keep reinforcements from coming to
Italy. The elder Scipios (this one's father and uncle), and
even C. Marcius, with very inferior forces, had accomplished
this end. But Scipio was young and ambitious; unwilling-
to content himself with a defensive attitude, he had launched
out into activity greater than demanded by the circumstances,
and had allowed Hasdrubal to escape him. Of what conse-
quence was Spain to Borne, if Borne should find Hannibal,
with Hasdrubal to back him, too much for her resources and
skill in Italy ? A judicious offensive was no doubt Scipio^e
best method : but he lost sight of the fact that his main ob-
ject was defensive, that is, to protect Borne from anothe:r
Barcine invasion. This Scipio had not done. He had so
manoeuvred as to place Borne in greater peril perhaps than,
at any other time. But fortune was always on Scipio's
side. Nero came to the rescue and at the Metaurus rectified
Scipio's error. Borne forgot the peril he had caused her, and
Scipio still remained the hero of the day. While not de-
nying Scipio the praise he justly earned, it is clear that tko
larger part of his success came from the favor of the ficklo
goddess.

During the autumn news came from Massilia that Hasdro.*-
bal had crossed the Tagus, had turned the sources of tlxo
Ebro and entered Gaul, where he had enlisted numberlese
recruits. He had made his way to the northern coast odE
Spain, had marched along its shore and passed the Pyrenees
by the western gaps. He had followed the line which Wei-*
lington later took after the battle of Victoria. He passed
the winter of 208-207 B. C. in Gaul, and was waiting fo:e
spring to cross the Alps on the same route Hannibal had able to forage at                            |
